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Timony Recommends 
Parking Lot Changes 



Senate 
Elections Held 



by Debbie DeJonker 

Recently, a few proposals 
concerning the student and faculty 
parking lots were brought before the 
Methuen School Committee, and Mr. 
Timony hopes that they will be 
fulfilled by next September. 

"One of our proposals," Mr. 
Timony said, "is to have a security 
guard there trom seven in the 
morning until three and whose main 
responsibility will be to prevent 
vandalism to student automobiles. 

"Secondly," he continued, "we 
have requested that a gate be 
installed at the lower entrance to the 
student parking lot. We would then 
like the security guard to station 
himself near the upper parking lot. 

Mr. Timony also said that they are 
considering issuing student decals be 
used in the parking lot. 

Concerning the possibility of a 
substitution of a parent's car which 
does not have a sticker for a 
student's car in case of an emer- 
gency; Mr. Timony said, "I'm sure, 
if on occasion, a student were to 
come and explain to the security 



guard. . . 'My car is in the garage 
today, then the security guard would 
be understanding about that; but, if 
that same individual came in every 
say, obviously the security guard 
would stop him." 

There will also be decals for the 
faculty parking lot to insure that 
everyone's where he ought to be. 

To rectify the dangerous problem 
of a student's speeding in the 
parking lot and on Ranger Road, Mr. 
Timony said, "We also reccommen- 
ded speed bumps to be put through- 
out the student parking lot at 
strategic places so as to prevent the 
burning of rubber and speeding 
because, the parking lot is on rising 
level; and the kids think that it's like 
the speedway." 

Mr. Timony also said, "The 
unfortunate thing about this is that 
ninety-eight percent of the kids are 
responsible enough to drive cars to 
school carefully, but it's that other 
percentage that really has us scared. 
We just want to do something to 
continued on page 5 



'Booqie Niqkr' Returns 



by Scott DeMonaco 

After the enormous success of The 
Dance Company's first Boogie Night, 
The Ranger Spirit had a chance to 
speak with the founder and coordina- 
tor of the club, Ms. Lisa Bell. 

The company was formed when 
some of the girls of the class of '78 
approached her with the idea of 
forming some kind of club where 
students with dancing talents or 
interests could get together and learn 
different forms of dance from each 
other. 

What began as regular weekly 
meetings soon developed into more 
lhan just a place to practice the latest 



dances, and each member of the 
company began to develop his or 
her own talents. Most of the people 
who stayed with the group through- 
out the year were interested in some 
kind of a show in which they could 
perform their talents for the public, 
and the result was the "Boogie 
Night" last May 21. 

Ms. Bell said that although most of 
what the company does is disco, 
there are many different dance forms 
exhibited. "We have a lot of John 
Travoltas." she said, and she wants 
to stress the fact that the company 
"is not limited to expert dancers, and 
continued on page 6 

P r i n t 1 d at MiThitN H\^U School 



by Louis Yarid 

The Student Senate held elections 
for the '78-'79 year on Wednesday, 
May, 31. 

Each year six members are elected 
from each class; three come from 
each house. The incoming Freshman 
Class will hold their election in 
September. 
The new senators are: 
Class of '79 South House 

North House Penny Moore 

KappyMaskian Darshna Desai 
David Gagnon Elaine Severance 
Becky Laverriere 
South House 

Jackie Bentle.y Class of 81 
Mark Pennisi North House 
Ann-Maria Dave Spada 

Diane Pelletier 
Class of '80 Linda Giuffrida 

North House South House 
John Fitzpatrick Gayle Slaughter 
Lisa DiPietro Dawn Valentino 
Donna Carito Steve Hering 
(from South) 




Methuen High's varsity baseball 
team made it to the state tournament 
only to lose to Lynn English. See 
related story on page 8 . 
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Family Festival Planned 



Student 
Highlight 

by Diane Brooks 

Brian Bauchman, class of '81, has 
been playing the accordian for almost 
five years and has been competing 
almost as long as he's been playing. 
At first, he wanted to play the organ 
but found that the lessons were too 
expensive. After this, he saw a blind 
man playing the accordian and 
thought that he would like to try to 
play it; so he did. 

The studio at which Brian takes 
lessons, Miquel School of Music in 
Lowell, has a festival band, a studio 
band, and a combo; Brian is a 
member of all three. The studio band 
competes in state competitions and 
came in third in Newton this past 
April. The festival band and the 
combo don't compete. 

Brian also competes as a soloist 
and is now in the advanced division. 
There are three different divisions- 
standard, advanced, and open-in 




which people of different levels of 
abiliity may compete. 

A person is moved from one 
division to another either by their 
teacher or by winning twice in their 
division. 

Individually, Brian came in third 
this past April in Newton in the 
advanced division of the state 
competition and was moved into the 
open division by his teacher. When 
asked why he was moved up he said, 
"They thought I could handle it, so 
they put me in open (competition)." 

There are two -divisions of 
competition in the national competi- 
tion, open and standard. Brian will 
compete in open. His piece is eleven 
pages long, must be memorized, and 
is difficult. 



by Diane Brooks 



The first annual Methuen Family 
Festival will be held this Saturday, 
June 10th, Here at the high school. 
The Festival will start early in the 
morning with a continental breakfast 
held by the League of Women Voters 
and conclude with a cookout given by 
the Lions Club. 

The idea for the Festival was 
originally thought of by the We Like 
Methuen commitee because they 
"wanted a project to try to bring the 
community together." In order to 
use the funds of the Recreation 
Department and the Youth Commis- 
sion, the We Like Methuen commit- 
tee asked those two groups to 
become involved and then opened 
the project up to all other organiza- 
tions in the town. 

Mr. Rimas, who is a member of the 
We Like Methuen commitee, said, 
"It's now a Family Festival for the 
community sponsored by the Youth 
Commission and the Recreation 
Department, assisted by the various 
clubs and organizations." Some of 
the organizations now involved are 
the Lions Club, the League of 
Women Voters, the Board of Trade 
and various other town-oriented 
organizations. 

The reason for the festival's being 
held here at the high school instead 
of at Nicholson Stadium is because, 
as Mr. Rimas noted, "the facility 
here has everything." 

In the morning, a rock group will 
perform; and later in the afternoon, 
Sweeney's Gay Nineties Band will 
play. Another band will also be 
playing there during the evening . 



Two years ago, he went to the 
national competition in Washington/ 
D.C. with his family. While there, he 
came in first in the standard division. 

Each competitor is responsible for 
his own expenses to and from 
competitions, and, for this reason, 
Brian couldn't go to the national 
competition in Detroit last year. 
However, this July he will be going 
to New York for the competition. 
Each year it is held in a different 
area to give different people a chance 
to attend. 

Brian also hopes to attend next 
year's national competition, and, if 
he works as hard this next year as he 
has in the past (he practices about six 
hours a week plus the time he spends 
practicing with the bands), he should 
do well. 



Mr. Rimas said that there would be 
"something for everyone," and 
there will be considering the fact that 
there are exhibits ranging from a pet 
show to a Senior Citizens' arts and 
crafts display. Young children are 
also invited to take free pony and hay 
rides. 

Mr. Rimas said that "We want to 
see high school kids involved," and 
there are some kids who will be 
performing part of their show, 
"Boogie Nights." Some students 
and faculty members will also be 
performing two one-act plays at 1:00 
and 2:30. 

Mr. Rimas said that students could 
"get involved in the road race (and) 
can play other groups in softball. We 
will supply the officials and equip- 
ment. They just have to sign up." 
Anyone interested in signing up can 
either go to Town Hall or see Mr. 
Rimas. There will also be tennis and 
horseshoe competitions and many 
other activities. Some of these are an 
art contest, a balloon release, a gong 
show and a book fair. The book fair 
will be held by the scholarship fund, 
and all donations of hardcover and 
paperback books will be appreciated. 
WCCM will be broadcasting from the 
festival all day. 

"Hopefully, it could be an annual 
thing; and, hopefully, it could end up 
even as a weekend," said Mr. Rimas 
of his hopes of the festival's future. 
He continued, "It's basically some- 
thing to try to get everyone in the 
community to work together, and 
that's what we have right now." 
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OPINIONS 

Senate Nee<Is SuppoRT 



On Wednesday, May 31 the 
Student Senate held their elections. 
The student voter turnout was" much 
poorer than usual. 

When one reflects upon this 
situation, one must wonder why this 
occurred; and then try to explain it. 

The first factor that one should 
take into consideration is the absen- 
tee ratio. If, for example, Wednes- 
day had been proclaimed by the 
student body. as being a "beach 
day," the thirty-six juniors from the 
South House who did vote would not 
be considered unusual; or, if there 
had been several field trips sched- 
uled for that day, the explanation 
would seem obvious. These were not 
the cases however. 

Student apathy, lack of school 
spirit, ' could shoulder some of the 
blame because we have often seen 
evidence of it during pep rallies, 
Senate meetings- attendence at 
meetings is usually very low- and 
from the general lack of enthusiasm 
that many of our students display 
throughout the day. 

There is, however, another factor, 
when combined with the other 
explanations, which could explain 
the low turnout: the amount of 
publicity given to the elections. 



The election simply was not 
promoted. For many students the 
only knowledge they had was gath- 
ered by their passing through the 
halls. 

In fact, on Thursday a general buzz 
could be heard throughout the school 
as students were saying that they 
didn't know that the election took 
place. These students were the ones 
who usually voted. 

The Student Senate should not be 
blamed for the lack of support which 
they received. We feel that the 
student government is a privilege as 
is the right to vote itself; and that our 
system is a means to communicate 
our feelings to the administration 
and faculty. The student body must 
realize this and use it for it to work. 

Our peers should care enough 
about their organization to take the 
time to inquire as to when the 
elections will be held. This is not so 
great a task, nor is it much to ask. 

There is really no excuse for what 
happened on May 31, or at any other 
time. Our school organizations, 
especially the student government, 
are the heart of our school. It is 
through these that we discover what 
are classmates are really like. With a 
little support from everyone, a lot 
could be accomplished. 



Letters 



'Spirit 1 Changes Editors 



To the Editor: 

As the Class of 1978 graduates, 
there is one thing which many- of us 
may take for granted but for which 
the students, particularly the mem- 
bers of the senior class, should be 
very grateful. 

Throughout the school year,, the 
administration and faculty work 
closely with the students of Methuen 
High School to provide enjoyable and 
helpful activities for the entire 
school. This cooperation is most 
evident during senior year. 

Many members of the faculty help 
organize the Senior Class Play. 
Others help plan senior assemblies 
and other senior activities. The year 
culminates with the events of the two 
Senior Weeks at the end of May. 
Teachers and administrators honor 
the students at such things as the 
Honors Dinner, Awards Day and 
finally, Graduation. Students are also 
given the opportunity to enjoy 
themselves at Class Day and the 
Senior Prom. 

It is not mandatory for the 
administration and faculty to provide 
such things for the graduating class. 
Nowhere is it written that such 
events and activities must be held for 
the Senior Class. It is done solely 
through the generosity of those who 
teach us. 

I am sure I speak for the entire 
Senior Class in thanking the admini- 
stration and faculty for their fine 
efforts. To Mr. Timony, Mr. Nichol- 
son, Mr. Whiting and all the faculty, 
our sincerest appreciation for giving 
us such an enjoyable senior year. 
Your help will not soon be forgotten. 



Beginning with this issue, the 
editorships of the staff of "The 
Ranger Spirit" have changed hands. 
The outgoing editors would like to 
thank the reader for his patience 
because of the many technical 
delays. The new editors are 
appreciative of this opportunity to try 
to further improve the quality of 
"The Ranger Spirit" and would like 
to voice to the reader that we would 
greatly appreciate any constructive 
criticisms in the form of "Letters to 
the Editor" or verbal replies. Our 
goal is to produce a newspaper that 
will appeal to everyone who reads it, 
and the only way that we can do this 
is through the participation of those 
who read "The Ranger Spirit." 

Anyone who would like to submit 
an article, story, poem, cartoon, 



puzzle, etc.; but who can not become 
a full-time member of the staff, may 
drop the article in "The Ranger 
Spirit's" mailbox, which is located in 
the main office; may leave it on our 
advisor's, Mrs. Longshore's, desk in 
NE-9; or may leave it with any staff 
member. 

At present, the staff is composed 
almost entirely of members of the 
junior class. Given this situation, we 
would like to encourage members of 
the sophomore and freshman classes 
to join the staff of "The Ranger 
Spirit." 

Anyone wishing to join the staff 
should feel free to attend a weekly 
meeting, which is held each Monday 
in NE-9. If this is not possible, 
contact a staff member or the 
advisor. 



Richard Lacroix 
Class of 1978 



Methuen Hijh School. Methuen. Massachusetts 

Vol 2 No. 6 June, 1978 • 




Managing Editor 
Copy Editor 
Business Manager 
News Editor 
Feature Editor 
Sports Editor 
Reviewer 
Staff 



Debbie DeJonke: 
Tom Riopelli 
Diane Brooks 
Scott DeMonaco 
Joanna Cavallaro 
Louis Yarld 
Linda Yarld 
Susan Grondlne 
Steve Castle 
Mike Kearny 
Lisa Burgess 
Ann-Maria Contarlno 
Dars/ \a Desai 
Mike Rickley 
Maha Saghbini 
Mona Saghbini 
S. Photography Club 
•s. Leonie Longshore 
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'Great AmerIcan NoveI' Is SaIutatorian's Dream 



by Maha Saghbini 

On May 27, 1978, I had the 
opportunity to interview Tracy Flem- 
ing, the salutatorian of this year's 
graduating class. The interview was 
informal and proceeded over the 
telephone since it was inconvenient 
for either of us to meet. 

As we discussed her feelings 
concerning her position -that is, her 
being second, as far as academic 
achievement, out of approximately 
four hundred students- she revealed 
a few interesting facts. 

"I like being salutatorian," she 
remarked with a with a slight laugh. 
"It's really juce, and I consider it a 
real honor; but there is only one 
minor detail that worries .\" 

Both she and I understood that the 
minor detail was the speech which 
she would have to deliver before a 
large crowd. "I'm going to be 
nervous about saying the speech," 
she commented as the interview 
progressed. 

When asked concerning the 
sources of support and encourage- 



ment which she received during her 
four years of high school, she very 
readily credited her parents, teach- 
ers, and others involved in the school 
with being more than helpful. 

"I am particularly thankful to Mrs. 
Hershfield and Mr. Jennings for 
their efforts and concern in providing 
me with sufficient background in 
English, the field I intend to pursue - . 
The class was well oriented, and Tm 
sure that it will be helpful to me in 
my future career.' ' 

Tracy will be attending Merrimack 
College and will major in English. 
She hopes to become a writer and 
"someday produce a great American 
novel." 

Regarding the motivation in 
achieving such superior grades, she 
merely stated that "it's in my nature 
to fulfill my obligations. I'm assigned 
home works, and I do them although 
sometimes I procrastinate." 

It is necessary to include that Tracy 
Fleming has more than just achieved 
successfully in the last four years. 
She has overcome several obstacles. 



Toward the conclusion of the 
interview, she mentioned that she 
was born with cerebral palsy- a 
disease imparing muscular power 
and coordination. She began to walk 
at age six and received tutoring 
during first and some of second 
grade. She was taught three hours a 
week. 

She entered school at age eight and 
progressed normally through the 
remainder of her school years. In fact 
she has progressed normally through 
the remainder of her school years. 
She has really progressed more than 
just normally, for she is highly 
praised and is well deserving of her 
position as the salutatorian of the 
class of '78. 

She also mentioned her 
relationship with Valedictorian Hiba 
Saghbini. "I'd like to think that Hiba 
and I were and will continue to be 
best friends, and it's really amazing 
how we've both accomplished almost 
the same. I was happy for her, and I 
know she was happy for me." 



Awards Given To Outstanding Seniors 



by Mom ud Maha Saghbini 

On Tuesday, May 30 the annual 
Methuen High School Awards Day 
was held in the Assembly Hall. 
Several students were recognized for 
their achievements in specific areas 
of studies. 

Principal Donald Timony opened 
the program by awarding Carle ne 
Graham the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution Certificate of Samuel 
Adams Chapter. Mr. Timony also 
handed Paula Sciacca the Perfect 
Attendance Certificate. Paula was 
the only senior to receive this honor 
this year. 

As the program continued, Head of 
the Science Department Mr. Russell 
awarded a Certificate of Achieve- 
ment in Physics to Michael Ward. 

Mr. Gagne later honored some 
faithful members of the foreign 
language clubs. Deborah Lawrence 
received the French Club Service 
Award, and Faith Sunderland and 
Mary Campbell received the Spanish 
Club Service Award. 

Certificates of achievement in 
foreign languages were offered to 
Cheryl Manning ^ Spanish III; Donna 
Mellor, Spanish IV; Pam St. Louis, 
French III; and Hiba Saghbini, 
French IV. 

Miss Doran of the Business 
Department also took part in the 
program. She recognized the out- 
standing business students of 1978. 



They included Cheryl Bowden, Eliza- 
beth Carney, Josephine Golio, Mary 
Abb Gross, Carol Lambert, Louise 
Pedneault, Susan Raitt, and Sheryl 
Spence. 

Mrs. Hershfield then presented 
Richard Lacroix with the English 
Proficiency Award for being the most 
outstandmg student in English for 
the past four years. 

The person who served diligently 
in home economics received the 
Home Economics Award. She is 
Diane Lucie r. 

The Art Certificate went to Debby 
Arasi, Patrica Augeri, Steve Cavaz- 
za, Frank Ferrara, David Kostyla, 
Cynthia Moschetto, and Jane Lumin- 
owski. 

Book Awards for excellence in 
social studies were given by Mr. 
Stasio to Irene Bagdoian, Beth 
Donavan, Cathy Duffy, Richard 
Lacroix, Hiba Saghbini, Jim Ventre, 
Donna Mellor, and Pat Tahan. 

Mr. Timony again ascended the 
stage and presented Maureen Cast- 
les with the Joyce Minzner Memorial 
Trophy for outstanding character, 
athletic ability, and scholarship 
effort. 

Physical education awards were 
given to Tom Hannagan and Lisa 
Fascione. Drama Awards for praise- 
worthy devotion were proudly pre- 
sented to Gina Bonanno, Mary Ann 
Frechette, Jim Driscoll, and Billy 



Gould. 

Toward the conclusion of the 
program, Roy Schwartzenburg was 
recognized for being the most 
outstanding senior band member for 
1978. The program ended with Scott 
Whale's receiving the National Cho- 
ral Award. 
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Valedictorian Owes Success To God 



An opportunity arose this past 
weekend for me to speak with the 
valedictorian of this year's gradua- 
ting class. I arranged an informal 
interview with Hiba Saghbini, in 
which she provided details about her 
goals, future, support during the 
past years, and reasons for her 
wish to accomplish to the best of her 
ability. 

She began with a few words about 
her background. Born in Beirut, 
Lebanon, Hiba came to the United 
States at age ten. "My mother was of 
great encouragement to me sifice my 
knowledge of the English language 
was limited. She helped me a lot, and 
within a few months I was almost 
fluent in the language." 

Hiba's weakness in the language 
faded, and she accomplished tremen- 
dously during her progressing years. 

"I owe it all to the Lord," she said 
seriously. "He's my source of 
strength and determination. I tra- 




Hiba Saghbini 



Seniors Return 



by Debbie DeJonker 

When the Senior Class left the 
confines of Methuen High School on 
May 19, they still hadn't seen the last 
of Methuen High School. The Honor 
students returned on May 25 to 
receive awards, enjoy a meal consist- 
ing of roast beef, and to listen to 
several lectures. 

The special treat during the honors 
dinner was a speech given by Dr. 
Theodore Sizer, headmaster of Phil- 
ips Academy in Andover and former 
dean of Harvard. His lecture consis- 
ted on the qualities of a scholar. 

On Friday night, June 2, the 
Prom was held. The seniors spentthe 
evening and into Saturday morning 
together, enjoying, listening, and 
dancing to the music of the M'Ta- 
Boo, a group from Lawrence, who 
reminded some of us of Tavares. 

The evening began with the 
photographing of the seniors and 
their dates. Then the group, M'Ta- 
Boo, played briefly. Around 9:00 
P.M., the Senior Class sat down to 
their turkey dinner. 

Dancing was until twelve, then in a 
huge motorcade, the entire Senior 
Class drove to Showcase Cinemas to 
watch American Graffiti. 

For the final 2 hours of the Senior 
Prom, the seniors listened to "Free- 
fall," the U.S. Air Force Band. 



The climax of the tribute to the 
Senior Class came Sunday, June 4 
when graduation took place. Scholar- 
ships- a grand total of over $469,000- 
and awards were given out, and, 
while a large number of parents and 
friends watched, the seniors received 
their diplomas and left their years of 
high school behind but never to be 
forgotten. 



vailed knowing that He would have 
me do my best. I do all to His glory." 

She added that her parents were ot 
great help "never pressuring or 
pushing me, telling me I could only 
try my best." 

She mentioned names of a few 
teachers whom she considered to be 
or great encouragement, adding that 
she had learned profusely from all of 
her instructors. "Having Mr. Zimin- 
ski has been very beneficial for me, 
for he gave me abundant background 
in the career I wish to pursue. Mr. 
Jennings," she continued, "has 
greatly increased my knowledge in 
literature, and Miss Dufresne has 
encouraged me greatly in the French 
language, which I will take in 
college." 

She plans on a career in nursing, 
which she feels will be useful in 
many areas of her life. She will be 
attending Lowell University, where 
her fiance is studying engineering. 

TiMONy 

(cont. From pAqc 1) 

prevent vandalism if that's possible 
and, secondly, to do something 
before anyone gets hurt." 

Mr. Timony says that all the cars 
that are out there driving recklessly 
during the day either belong to kids 
who are suspended or do not go to 
Methuen High School, but, Mr. 
Timony continued, "by taking these 
steps, the students of Methuen High 
School can feel safe in taking their 
cars to school next year." 

Mr. Timony thinks that the most 
important things in Methuen High 
School are the kids, and, if the kids 
cooperate with us, "We can be the 
best high school in the area." 



CLASS DAY HELD 



by Mona and Malta Saghbini 

Class Day took place on May 31, 
1978 with Donna Mellor's commen- 
cing the program. She introduced the 
Class Essayist Beth Donavan, who 
spoke of man's constant search for 
knowledge and his need to continue 
his search for more understanding. 

After the juniors and seniors 
applauded Beth's speech, she re- 
turned to her seat while Mauren 
Castles and Donald Desantis pre- 
pared to read the Class History. 
Several familar facts were revealed, 
including beach days and the "acci- 
dents" with the fire alarms. 

Following the reminiscence of 
some of the class's experiences, 
Michael Ward, Cheryl Manning, and 
Patricia Augeri announced some of 



the prophecies regarding the future > 
of this year's graduating class. 
Several humorous inventions were 
contributed by members of the 
Senior Class. 

The reading of the Class Will was 
presented by Carlene Graham and 
Gina DeMonaco. 

Highlights of the will were: the 
bequeathing of Billy Gould's "mani- 
acal scream" to anyone who can 
match it, a book entitled "Prison 
I Reform" to Mr. Nicholson, and a 
pinball machine to Mr. Lebowitz to 
practice tilting whenever he wants 
to. To conclude the ceremony, the 
Methuen High School Band gave a 
(short concert, 
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Softball 



by Debbie DeJonker 

In a recent interview with Ranger 
Varsity Softball coach Mrs. Mimi 
Stott, Mrs. Stott said that she was a 
bit "disappointed because we didn't 
make the states or didn't do as well 
as expected." 

Recordwise the Varsity team stood 
only one game away from making the 
states. 

The softball team had excellent 
hitting from Juniors Janice Wads- 
worth and Cathy Szostak 

The Freshman team had a 
spectatular season easily sliding to a 
8-0 position in the league. 

Mrs. Stott says that in the next 
couple of years the team ■will be 
really strong as the team becomes 
more experienced. 

Track 

continued from page 8 

said that she "did and outstanding 
job for us in the discus. She v 's 
probably on of the most improved 
girls on the team." Ace Hatem, 
Marsha Wermers, manager Alison 
Flemings, and Sue Raitt were also 
lost because of Graduation. When 
asked about next year, Coach 
Hughes said it's "still basically 
going to be the same team . . . 
probably even stronger." 

Coach Hughes said that the reason 
for the freshmen girls' having lost 
their first meet was because he kept 
some freshmen girls out to run for 
the varsity team. He also stated that 
"outside of that, we had our most 
successful freshman season also." 



Double-Vision 




How many differences can you find 
between these two pictures? 






Judy King 
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continued from page 1 

we want to get as many people to join 
as we possibly can." 

The highly popular "Boogie 
Night" will return this Monday, June 
12, for those who missed the Tirst 
one. The same numbers will be 
performed and by the same per- 
formers. 

The proceeds from the two shows 
will be put toward a trip to the 
Chateau de Ville dinner theatre in 
Framingham to see the performance 
of "Bubbling Brown Sugar," a black 
musical which had a successful run 
on Broadway. 

Next year Ms. Bell would like to 
have students in the company with 
talents other than dancing. We had a 
juggler, and the audience just loved 
him; so we'd like to open it up to 
people who have anything at all to 
contribute." 



What h Love 

Thoughts on my mind night and day. 
Thinking of the words I want to say. 

Seeing you and talking everyday, 
Knowing you move in your special 
way. 

Your eyes I see are just so clear, 
But most of all I know you're near. 

What is love, what could it be? 
I get this feeling when you're with 
me. 

What is love, I want to know, 
Deep down feeling I'd like to show. 

Love is. strong, I know this so, 
•ut which direction shall I go? 

by Dave Kazan jian 

May 9, 1977 
M.M. 
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Who Is this Teacher? 




The staff of "The Ranger 
Spirit" would like to 
thank Mr. Shamberger 

for his help and coopera- 
tion in the production 

of this newspaper and to 

wish everyone a safe 
safe and happy summer. 



BancI Has 
A Good Time 

On May 11 the Methuen High 
School Band went on a trip to 
Washington, D.C. The band stayed 
at the Shenandoah Conservatory of 
Music and traveled on Amtrak 
Trains . 

On the second day of their trip, 
they spent the day touring Washing- 
ton after playing on the capitol steps. 

That night there was a dance at the 
conservatory-thanks to Jim 
Vaiknoras and others -with all the 
other bands.. 

Saturday, the bands competed. 
They were judged against them- 
selves and not against other bands. 
Methuen placed first in marching 
band and second in both concert and 
jazz band competitions. 

Other bands attending this 
competition were from Wisconsin, 
New Jersey and North Carolina. 

Because oi rain, Saturday's trip to 
Busch Gardens was cancelled. This 
was a big disappointment to all. They 
spent the day at a huge malL 

Monday was spent traveling 
home. The trip was very enjoyable 
and hopefully there will be another in 
the future. 



Home Again 

I found you when the moon was full. 
The stars were brighv, ute universal 
pull. 

I found the path through the 
meadow. 

Across a field where the flowers 
settle. 

I saw your face that's when I knew. 
I've found a good friend inside of 
you. 

Remembering the day that we first 
met. 

With you and your smile it's hard to 
forget. 

I keep your memory vivid and clear. 
Was it only yestersay we were free 
from fear? 

Our time was spent. We were so 
carefree. 

Until the time you had to leave. 

What I had left was a feeling of love 
and peace for you. 

It keeps me going and sees me 
through. 

I wish you would come home again. 

by Pam De Burro 



METHUEN 
DRIVING 
SCHOOL 



WE MOVED! 

NEW ADDRESS: 

290 BROADWAY, METHUEN daniel j. dodsoJ 

CLASSES STARTING SOON ^S£SE1 

CALL 682-9181 SUSAN MANSOR I 
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SPORTS 

Track Teams Have 

Successful Seasons 
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by Diane Brooks 

Both the freshman and varsity 
girls' and boys' spring track teams 
had excellent seasons this year. The 
boys' varsity team had a final record 
of 8 wins and 1 loss while the 
freshmen were undefeated after 7 
meets. The girls' teams also did well 
with a record of 6-2 for the varsity 
team and 4-2 for the freshman team. 

This season the boys' varsity track 
team came in second in the Northern 
Area Meet behind Andover, came in 
second in the State Relays, and tied 
for first place in State Class B 
competition. The team also came in 
second to Brockton in the All-State 
Meet. 

The team did well at the State 
Relay, coming in second, and was 
helped by Tarr's second place finish 
in the 220, Jim and Steve Ventre's 
first and second finishes in the low 
hurdles, and the second place 
performance of the mile relay team of 
Chuck Hillard, Steve Ventre, Jim 
Ventre and Kevin Tarr. Gary Wells 
also put in a fine effort by finishing in 
sixth place in the high hurdles while 
Dave Kazanjian finished fourth in the 
mile and Rick Cameron finished third 
in the two mile. 

Kevin Tarr, Mark Grasso, Jim 
Ventre, Mike Hovnanian, Rick Ru- 
more, Gary Piazza, and Jeff Saffey 
helped to lead the team to a first 
place tie at the State Class B 
championships. Tarr came in first in 
the 220 and , Grasso came in second 
in the triple jump. Mike Hovnanian, 
Rick Rumore, Jim Ventre and Kevin 
Tarr all put in fine efforts to bring the 
mile relay team to a fourth place 
finish. The 440 team of Gary Piazza, 
Jeff Saffey, Mike Hovnanian and 
Mark Grasso also scored. Jim Ventre 
became the Class B champ in the 
low hurdles . 

Looking back over the season, 
Coach Klimas said, "As far as I'm 
concerned, it's been our most 
successful season. We won two state 
championships back to back- indoors 
class B and outdoors class B. We're 
one of the few schools that has ever 
done it in (the) state as far as winning 
two championships." 

"This was the most successful 
girls' season I've had since I've 
been coaching," said Coach Hughes 



of the past season. Coach Hughes 
had thought that they would lose to 
Billerica and Andover (their only two 
losses) but he didn't expect almost 
all of the school records to be broken. 
This was also the first year in which 
five girls qualified for the All-State 
meet. 

Several young girls did very well 
this year and Monique Wheeler 
threw 37' 7" in the shotput event and 
Cheryl Grasso broke the school 
record in the high jump. Hughes said 
of her performance, "I didn't think 
that was going to be broken for a 
couple of years. She jumped 5' 2" 
and the old record was 4' 1 1"." Faith 
Kenyon also did very well by 
throwing the discus 110' and Coach 
Hughes said that she did "a very fine 
job." 

Senior Maureen Castles, the high 
scorer of the team, broke the school 
record in he long jump and was the 
first girl in Methuen history to jump 
over seventeen feet. Hughes thought 
that "Donna Kendall did a super job. 
She was the only one to place in the 
All-State meet and qualify as an 
alternate to the New Englands (the 
New England Championships). She 
broke the record in the 880 with a 
time of 1 :18.6." 

Junior Leslie Austin improved 
greatly this past year and, "probably 
will be a big point scorer for us next 
year." 

Six seniors were lost because of 
Graduation and one of those was the 
high scorer Maureen Castles. Gina 
DeMonaco was also lost and, Hughes 

continued on page 6 



Baseball Team 
Falls to Lynn 

by Steve Castle 

An 18-2 overall record enabled the 
baseball team to capture the Merri- 
mack Valley Conference and move 
into the State Tournament. 

The highlight of the Rangers' 
exceptional season was a fourteen 
game wining streak. The streak was 
shattered on the fourth last game of 
the season by Billerica, who scored 
four unearned runs, making the 6-2 
difference. 

The clinching win came prior to the 
loss to Billerica as the Rangers 
defeated Dracut 4-1 . 

The Rangers didn't slump after the 
loss. Instead, they came back to 
defeat both Tewksbury and Lowell. 

Frank Riley, as expected, finished 
as the top Ranger's hurler, earning a 
9-0 record, with a lot of help from 
catcher Mike Scammons. 

The Rangers earned a spot in the 
first round of the State Tournament, 
before going up against Newton- 
north, whom they beat, 6-0. Frank 
Riley threw six innings of no-hit ball 
before being relieved by Jay Dzioba, 
who pitched the remaining three 
innings giving up only two base hits. 

Lynn English High School rudely 
ended the Rangers' season on June 
6. They defeated Methuen, 3-0, in 
the quarterfinal round of the state 
championship. 



Gilds' Tennis CUncIies MVC UtIe 



by Debbie De Jonker 

The girls' varsity tennis team has 
wrapped up their season clinching 
the Merrimack Valley Conference 
Title. They qualified for the state's. 

On May 26, they were defeated on 
their last game by Andover. Miss 
Allen, coach of the varsity team said, 
"Andover was up for the match; we 
were also but could have played 
better." 

In the first round of the state 
against Reading, they eventually lost 
to the girl who was victorious. Miss 



Allen said, "We didn't play our best 
match, but it was good experience for 
the girls. 

Andrea Chatis did an excellent job 
this season when she took over Pam 
DeFillipo's position. Pam suffered an 
injured ankle earlier in the season. 

Miss Allen feels that the team did 
an excellent job for a team in only 
their third year, and that they will 
come back stronger than ever next 
year. 



